
The Messenger 

First  Presbyterian Church  

  ...to all the Moms, 

step moms, grand-

mas, aunts, sisters, 

nieces, and other 

women in our lives 

who care for us and 

love unconditionally!  

We love and appreci-

ate you all. 

All the women of the 

church will be hon-

ored during worship 

on Sunday, May 9.                                            
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Inside this issue: 

He spoke before our group twice in two days. Both times, his opening 
words were the same: “I am a child of the extravagant grace of God.” His 
words held power and obvious conviction. He knew the meaning of that to 
which he spoke. I know little of his life, but I know this man knows the won-
der of God’s extravagant grace. 

May his words be written across your heart today as well. So much we 
take for granted! So much of the time we live on the surface of life! So 
rarely do we appreciate the extravagant grace of God!  Day after day, 
God showers us with this wondrous blessing. Little children put the 
message in song: “God 
is so good. God is so 
good. God is so good, 
God’s so good to me.”  
My granddaughter loves 
to sing the words now as 
a mealtime blessing. 
God is so good—to me 
and you. 

God does not have  to 
be so good. God choos-
es to be good. And  
God chooses to be this 
way extravagantly!  
Even in difficult days, God extends a loving arm of support. Even in 
“down” times, God offers an upward turn. Even in life-threatening illness, 
God’s grace promises a life where pain and suffering no longer exist. 
When you walk through the valleys of disappointment and heartache, the 
extravagant grace of God is overwhelmingly present. 

And in the good times?  God’s abundant grace exceeds all expecta-
tions. In the good or relatively easy time, extravagant grace seems most 
unseen, even unappreciated. “Morning by morning, new mercies I see!” 
exclaims the hymn writer.  Life itself is a gift of grace. 

    -From On A Wing and A Prayer                                                                             
    by Brian K. Bauknight  ©1998 Dimensions for Living.                                                                         
    Used by permission. 

 

Extravagant Grace 

April 25, 2021 Published Monthly 



• Approved game day with 
pizza after worship  on May 
23 

• Approved picnic at Municipal 
Park on Father’s Day, June 
20, in conjunction with retire-
ment reception for Greg & 
Elaine Esselman 

• Received with thanks dona-
tion of $10,000 from Lon & 
Mary Ellen McKinney estate 

• Approved donations from 
missions funds to Carthage 
Crisis Center & Liesl Wick-
lund teaching in Romania 
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• Approved letter of thanks to 
James & Stephanie Lee for 
gift of grand piano, delivery, 
set up and tuning 

Session Highlights from April 18 

Coffee Fellowship has resumed 
after worship on Sunday morn-
ings.  Due to continuing con-
cerns about the Covid virus, 
only coffee and juice will be 
served for now. 

Volunteers are needed to 
host these fellowship times.  If 
you would like to volunteer, 
please sign up on the form in 
Westminster Hall for a date 
that is convenient for you. 

 

Coffee Fellowship Hosts Needed 

The Gathering 

Ladies, 
you are 
reminded 
that The 
Gather-
ing meets 
Friday, 
May 14, 
at 1 p.m. 

in the Chapel for Bible Study 
and fellowship. 

Carolyn Clark is study leader 
for lesson 5 (pages 99-108). 

This will be the last meeting of 
The Gathering before the 
summer break. 

Today Christians observe 
Pentecost to remember when 
the Holy Spirit filled the church 
with power and add-
ed 3,000 new be-
lievers (Acts 2). 

After Jesus ascend-
ed into heaven, Je-
sus’ followers were 
gathered together 
for the Feast of Har-
vest (Pentecost), 
and the Holy Spirit 
“filled the whole house where 
they were sitting”.  All of them 
were filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak in other 
tongues as the Spirit enabled 
them”.   

This occurrence drew a large 
crowd and Peter stood up to 
speak to them about repent-

ance and the gos-
pel of Christ.  By 
the end of the day, 
that the Holy Spirit 
came, the church 
grew by 3,000 
people. This is 
why Christians still 
celebrate Pente-
cost as the birth-
day of the church. 

This year Pentecost Sunday is 
May 23.  Rev. James Lee will 
be here to bring the message 
that Sunday. 

 

Pentecost Sunday May 23 
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The Christian Education/
Outreach Committee is plan-
ning a church-wide picnic at 
Municipal Park on Father’s 
Day, June 20.  In conjunction 
with the picnic, Pastor Greg & 
Elaine Esselman  will join us 
so we can finally give them 
a much delayed retirement 
party!  Please mark your cal-
endars and save the date! 

National Day of Prayer is an 
annual observance held on the 
first Thursday of May inviting 
people of all faiths and back-
grounds to pray for our nation. 

Created in 1952 by a joint reso-
lution of the US Congress, this 
year marks the 70th year.  
“Lord, Pour Out Your Love, Life  

& Liberty”, is the theme of the 
2021 observance. 

While many local observances 
are planned across the country, 
everyone is urged to take a few 
minutes out of your day in your 
own home to lift up in prayer 
our country, its leaders, and 
each other. 

 

 

National Day of Prayer May 6 

Life Choices                     
Fund Raiser 

 

Looking Ahead... 

The Session voted to again 
support Life Choices by par-
ticipating in their “Baby Bottle 
Fundraiser”.   

On Mother’s Day, May 9, 
you are invited to pick up a 
baby bottle from the dis-
play at the back of the 
sanctuary, take it home, and 
fill it with loose change and/or 
dollar bills.  Continue to fill 
the bottle 
until you re-
turn it to the 
church on 
Father’s 
Day, June 
20.   

Filled bottles 
will be collected and turned in 
to Life Choices where the 
proceeds will be used for 
their programs assisting lo-
cal women, children, and 
families. 

 

Join Us for Game Day with Pizza 

First Presbyterian Church
May 23, 2021

Following Church Service
The CE Committee is hosting 

a Pizza and Game Day
There will be a sign up

sheet in Westminster Hall.
Please sign up if you are
planning to attend so we 

know how much pizza to order.

There will be games for adults and kids.
You can bring your own game to share.



Clara Ward will be on vacation 
the week of May 17-21. The 
church office will be closed and 
there will be no weekly newslet-
ter e-mailed out that week. 

Kathleen Strait will check the 
church answering machine 
Tuesday-Thursday of that week 
for any messages. 

Betty Weaver has a new ad-
dress:  Communities of Wild-
wood, 3222 S. Duffy Dr., Room 
116-2, Joplin, MO  64804. 

Thanks to  everyone for the 
prayers, calls, and well wishes 
during my illness and recovery. I 
feel so blessed by my church 
family.      -Betty LaFon 

                                                  
Presbie 

Members & Friends 
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May Birthdays                         
& Anniversaries 

Happy  Birthday To:  

5/2 Makenna Wiley                              
5/3 Robyn McDowell                                  
5/4 Tennessee Taffner                           
5/16 Jenny Pritchard                                  
5/25 Ellis Taffner      

 

 

 

                                                           
Happy Anniversary To: 

5/11 Robbie & Lori Moore                           
5/25 Norm & Cleva Knight                          
5/28 Greg & Elaine Esselman                                          
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Fact:  Laughing 

is good for your 

health. Presbie 

wants to help 

you feel better. 

Money More Fun! 

While elementary school principal, one day on the 
playground a little second grade boy asked me, “Did 
you hit lots of home runs when you were little?” 

“Sure,” I replied, “lots of ‘em.” 

“Did you get lots of money?” he asked. 

“Na,” I replied, “I just played for fun.” 

“But it’s a lot more fun when you get money,” he ex-
plained. 

Fifth Sundays are Mission Buck-
et Collection times. The collec-
tion bucket will 
be available at 
the back of the 
sanctuary Sun-  
day, May 30, to 
collect your 
loose change. Money donated 
will be used for local missions. 

Thought for the Month 

The message of Easter cannot be written in the 
past tense. It is a message for today and the days 
to come. It is God’s message which must re-echo 
through our lives. 

  -Frank D. Getty, Forward 

Save Your Change Vacation Time 

https://openclipart.org/detail/279689/smiley-face-yellow
https://openclipart.org/detail/279689/smiley-face-yellow


 

 

 

 

 

 

Like Us On Facebook “1stpresbyterianchurchcarthagemo”  

 Visit our Website:                                                                             

“http://firstpresbyterianc5.wix.com/presbyteriancarthage” 

Office Hours 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 8:30 a.m.– noon & 1-4  p.m.                     

(Office closed Monday & Friday) 

First Presbyterian Church 

115 W. Chestnut St. 

Carthage, MO  64836 

417-358-2341 

 

9:30-10:15 a.m. Adult Sunday School 

10:30-11:30 a.m. Children/Youth Sunday 

School 

 
10:30 a.m. Worship.  

Child care provided  for ages 0-4 

 

OUR STAFF 

  
Organist, Carolyn Clark 

Choir Director, Mary Louesa Estes 

Custodians/Maintenance, 

Betty Pritchard & Janie Garner 

Secretary, Clara Ward                                           

firstpresbyteriancarthage@gmail.com         

 

 

 Pulpit Supply:  James Lee 

Scriptures:  Psalm 23, I John 
3:16-24 

Sermon:  “What’s the Catch?” 

Special Music:  “Hymn of 
Promise” family choir 

                                                     
Come join us! 

 

Meal Delivery 

A reminder 

to college 

students 

that scholar-

ship applications and guide-

lines for the fall semester are 

available from the church of-

fice.  Pick up your applica-

tions NOW and return them 

to the church office by June 

15. 

NOTE:  Even if you have re-

ceived a scholarship previous-

ly, you MUST REAPPLY for 

the fall 2021 term. 

Sunday, April 25 

We are coming up on another 
delivery date for home bound 
meals from the Carthage 
CanDo Senior Center. 

The Deacons need volunteers 
to deliver meals on our next 
assigned delivery date of 
Monday, May 17, at 9 a.m.  
About an hour of time is re-
quired. 

If you can 
help on 
this date, 
please 
sign up for 
the form in 
Westmin-
ster Hall 
when it is 
available. 

Scholarship                       
Applications  

Rummage Sale Update…     
Thanks to everyone who do-
nated items,  helped set up the 
sale, worked the days of the 
sale, and  came to shop!  We 
had a very successful event,     
with $1,734 in total sales.                                 
 -The Gathering 


